
STANHOPE PUBLIC SCHOOLS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

February 17, 2010 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

The Regular Meeting of the Stanhope Board of Education was called to 

order on February 17, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center at the 

Valley Road School, 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey 07874. Board 

Members present included: Michael Bender, Kathy Lawrence, Michael 

Stricchiola, Bill Sturdevant, Gina Thomas and Gene Wronko.  Gil 

Moscatello entered the meeting at 7:42 p.m.  Also attending were 

Dennis Fyffe, Interim Superintendent, Lorraine Snyder, Business 

Administrator/Board Secretary, and Cliff Burns, Principal. In addition 

there were 7 faculty members, 6 community members which included 

Councilman George Graham. 

 

SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT – N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d; N.J.S.A. 10:4-10a 

“This is to advise the general public and to instruct that it be 

recorded in the Minutes that in compliance with Chapter 231 of the 

Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings Act” Stanhope 

Board of Education located at 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey, 

has caused this notice to be posted at the Office of Stanhope Board of 

Education, mailed to the New Jersey Herald, The Township Journal, the 

Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Stanhope, Stanhope Post Office, and 

posted at the Valley Road School, setting forth the time, date, and 

location of this meeting.” 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Stanhope School District will provide a diverse and challenging 

educational environment that encourages individual initiatives, 

fosters success through teamwork, promotes accountability, and 

demonstrates a passion for education excellence.  The Stanhope School 

District is committed to the development of our Students and Staff, so 

that individual aspirations can be achieved throughout their lifetime. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT 

An Executive Session will be held for the purpose of Personnel and 

Negotiations.  Formal action may or may not be taken.   

 

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

A motion was presented by Kathy Lawrence, and seconded by Gene Wronko, 

to approve the following minutes: 

1. January 20, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes 
2. January 20, 2010 Executive Session Minutes 
 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Meghan Jaust (attachment #1) 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Dennis Fyffe 

1. Thank you to all for the many condolences received due 
to the passing of his parents.  

2. Budget Presentation 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Mr. Cliff Burns 

a. Tech Plan is in development stage 
 

SCHOOL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT - Lorraine Snyder 

1. Reported on the fiscal crisis in the State of New 

Jersey and how this crisis affects Stanhope Board of 

Education’s cash flow, current budget and 2010-2011 

year budget.  

 

BOARD PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Gina Thomas 

None 

 

POLICY / BY-LAWS / ADMINISTRATIVE - none 

 

PUBLIC SESSION #1 – AGENDA ITEMS  

 Mrs. Benedetto (faculty & community member) 

 Mrs. Fehir (faculty & community member) 

1. Asked question as to why we had surplus. 
a. It was explained that surplus was the most fiscally 

responsible way of running a school.  Acquiring 

surplus was a calculated and well planned strategy 

which was accomplished by significantly decreasing 

expenses and implementing as many cost control 

measures as we could.  Unfortunately, it was the 

fiscally responsible schools that had the largest 

impact due to the removal of surplus and fund 

balance, which is used to offset future budgets and 

retain programs.  

b. Councilman Graham agreed that the Borough of 

Stanhope requested that the district carry and 

surplus for emergencies.  

  

TRAVEL / WORKSHOP REPORTS 

1. Clifford Burns (attachment #2) 
2. Lisa Benedetto (attachment #3) 
3. Gwen DelValle (attachment #4) 
4. Milanda Marshall (attachment #5) 
 

EDUCATIONAL AGENDA ACTION ITEMS - none 

 

PERSONNEL AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

A motion was presented by Gene Wronko, and seconded by Kathy Lawrence, 

to approve the following: 

1. Motion to approve an unpaid Maternity Leave for Meghan 
Jaust during the period of April 17, 2010 until May 31, 

2010.  
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*Motion pulled until after executive session.  

2. Motion to approve Stephen Petersen as sub custodian at 
$10.00/hour.  

3. Motion to appoint Carissa Berkowicz as the 2010-2011 E-
Rate Coordinator for a stipend of $500.00. 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

BUSINESS / FACILITIES AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

A motion was presented by Michael Bender, and seconded by Gene Wronko, 

to approve the following: 

1.                       RESOLUTION 
Waiver of Requirements 

Special Education Medicaid Initiative (SEMI) Program 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-5.3 provides that a school 

district may request a waiver of compliance with 

respect to the district’s participation in the Special 

Education Medicaid Initiative (SEMI) Program for the 

2010-2011 school year; and 

WHEREAS, the Stanhope Board of Education desires to 

apply for this waiver due to the fact that it projects 

having fewer than 30 Medicaid eligible classified 

students and the participation in SEMI would not 

provide a cost benefit to the district based on the 

district’s available SEMI reimbursement for the 2010-

2011 budget year.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Stanhope 

Board of Education hereby authorizes the Chief School 

Administrator to submit to the Executive County 

Superintendent of Schools in the County of Sussex an 

appropriate waiver of the requirements of N.J.A.C. 

6A:23A-5.3 for the 2010-2011 school year.  

 

2.                       RESOLUTION 
Requesting Additional Federal Aid to the States 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Government passed the American 

Recovery Reinvestment Act of 2009, which included 

domestic spending for education; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey benefited from this 

legislation with over $1 billion being directly 

utilized for funding the education budget for 2009-

2010 school year; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey as all states in the 

union, are amidst a fiscal crisis that could 

potentially and negatively affect the educational 

system; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey continues to score 

above the national average in achievement tests; and 
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WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey’s educational system 

has made great strides in increasing the improvement 

of student achievement, and has been recently 

recognized by the Education Trust as one of the top 

states in closing the achievement gap between low-

income or minority students and their peers; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Department of 

Education has focused on implementing an 

accountability system for the spending of taxpayers 

resources; and 

WHEREAS, the future of all the states and the nation 

as a whole are dependent upon the education of our 

children; in the words of President John Fitzgerald 

Kennedy; “Our progress as a nation can be no swifter 

than our progress in education.  The human mind is our 

fundamental resource,” and 

WHEREAS, without the infusion of federal aid, 

education in the State of New Jersey is destined to go 

backwards;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Stanhope Board 

of Education, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, 

to respectfully request the enactment of federal 

legislation that would secure funding for the 2010-

2011 school year similar to the American Recovery 

Reinvestment Act of 2009 that funded the 2009-2010 

education budgets. 

 

3. Motion upon the recommendation of the Interim 

Superintendent and the Business Administrator, that the 

Stanhope Board of Education contest the amount of 

$225,130.00 to be withheld from New Jersey State Aid 

payments for fiscal year 2009-2010 as per Executive Order 

No. 14.  Activity between July 1, 2009 and February 10, 

2010 has negatively impacted the amount of unreserved 

fund balance and surplus.  

4. Motion upon the recommendation of the Interim 

Superintendent to acknowledge the opportunity to 

participate in the Race to the Top Education Grant 

Program, however, Stanhope will not participate due to 

short time frame that was afforded all public schools in 

order to make an informed decision and that few 

obligatory details have been disseminated.  

5. Motion to approve Milanda Marshall, Stanhope Public 

School Music Teacher, to hold a fundraiser to raise money 

for the music department on May 8, 2010 in the Valley 

Road Cafetorium.  The fundraiser will be the Rock Band 

Hall of Mirrors performing from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

(attachment #17) 

6. Motion to approve the attached Professional Development 
Days. (attachment #6)  

7. Motion to approve the attached Use of Facilities. 

(attachment #7) 
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8. Motion to approve the attached Field Trips for the 2009-
2010 school year. (attachment #8) 

9. Motion to approve the Board Secretary Report for the 

month of December 2009.  

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.12, we certify that 

as of December 31, 2009 the Board Secretary’s 

monthly financial reports did not reflect any 

over expenditure in any of the major accounts or 

funds, and based on the appropriation balances 

reflected on this report and the advice of 

district officials, we have no reason to doubt 

that the district has sufficient funds available 

to meet its financial obligations for the 

remainder of the fiscal year. (attachment #9) 

10. Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month 

of December 2009. (attachment #10) 

11. Motion to approve the line item appropriation 

transfers for the month of December 2009 as recommended 

by the Superintendent and School Business Administrator. 

(attachment #11) 

12. Motion to approve the bills list for January 16, 2010 

through January 31, 2010 in the amount of $159,880.31. 

(attachment #12) 

13. Motion to approve the bills list for February 1, 2010 

through February 12, 2010 in the amount of $335,513.07. 

(attachment #13)  

14. Motion to approve the January 1, 2010 through January 

31, 2010 bills list for the Cafeteria Account in the 

amount of $10,342.10. (attachment #14)    

15. Motion to approve the January 1, 2010 through January 

1, 2010 bills list for the Student Activity Account in 

the amount of $2,688.97. (attachment #15) 

16. Motion to approve the January 1, 2010 through January 

31, 2010 bills list for the Eighth Grade Account in the 

amount of $760.00. (attachment #16)  
 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

*Gil Moscatello entered the meeting at 7:42 p.m.  

  1. Preliminary discussion of the 2010-2011 budget proposal. 

 

OLD BUSINESS - none  

 

PUBLIC SESSION #2 – NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

 Councilman Graham: 

1. Mr. Graham reiterated that the Borough requested the 

Board of Education strive to obtain surplus funds.  It 

was a portion of these funds that the State took to fund 

the New Jersey budget.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was presented by Bill Sturdevant, and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello, to accept the following declaration of Executive Session 

as presented at 8:20 p.m. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education adopt the 

following resolution: 

WHEREAS, The Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 

1975 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in 

certain circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, The Stanhope Board of Education is of the opinion 

that such circumstances presently exist;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Stanhope Board of 

Education, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that a 

closed session of this Board of Education (where the public 

shall be excluded) will be held at this time for the 

purpose of discussing personnel matters, student personnel, 

and negotiations; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the action of the Board with 

regard to the above entitled matter shall be disclosed to 

the public at a later date and to the extent that the same 

is not prejudicial to the interests of the parties involved 

and would not result in a possible invasion of their right 

to privacy.  

 

Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present. 

 

RE-ENTER PUBLIC SESSION 

A motion was presented by Bill Sturdevant, and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello, that the Stanhope Board of Education returns to Public 

Session at 9:05 p.m. 

 

Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present.  

 

PERSONNEL AGENDA ITEMS (Continue) 

A motion was presented by Michael Bender, and seconded by Bill 

Sturdevant, to approve the following: 

1. Motion to approve the termination of the employment of 
Dina Solimando Preschool Teacher, effective March 28, 

2010.  

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was presented by Michael Bender, and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello that the Stanhope Board of Education adjourns the meeting 

at 9:06 p.m. 
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Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

Lorraine E. Snyder 
 

School Board Secretary 

Approved 


